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STATEMENT BY JAMES MOLONEY,

Rock Cottage, Lislevane, Timoleague,
Co. Cork.

I was born at Grange, Lislevane, in April 18%. My
parents were publicans. My father died when I was three

years of age.

I joined the Irish Volunteers at Grange in the sutumn
of 1917. The Grange unit was a section of Barryroe Company
vhich was attached to Bandon Battalion, Cork Brigade.
Pioneer members of the section were: John Hayes, James
Hayes, Dan and Jerh. McCarthy, John White, Jack Hurley,

Wn. Barry, Tim Crowley, Patrick Moloney and Jim Moloney
(witness). The other sections in the Barryroe Company werse
based on the following districts:~ Lislevane, Butlerstown
and Augha. The first.0/C. of Barryroe Company was Michael
0'Sullivan. The strength of the company was about forty.

I cannot recollect the names of the other officers. "I think
that, at this time, I was section commander, Grange section.
The other companiaes in Bandon Battalion were, as far as I can
recollect, Timoleague, Kilbrittain, Ballinadee, Clogagh,
Neweestown, Innishannon, Bandon. Tom Hales was 0/C. of
Bandan Batt;lion at this time, and I think that Hugh

Thornton was adjutaﬁt.

Weekly parades, at which close order footdrill was
carried out, were held by the s ections while, occasionally,

on Sunday evenings the whole company were assembled.

I think that the first pubjic appearance of the
Barryroe Company took place on the occasion of a big Sinn
Péin demonstration in Bandon in the sarly part of December
1917. All the other companies 1n the Bandon Battalion were
represented on this occasion arnd the parade was in charge of
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Tom Hales. Amongst the si:aalmrs at this meeting were Eamon
de Valera.and J.T. Walsh.

There was an increase in the strength of the company
in the spring of 1918 whan the British threatened to enforce
consceription. The membership was in the region of about 80 at
this time. The vast m&og_it;z..of_.the new recruits continued
to serve after the conscriptiou scare had passed. During this
pericd all arms not already held by Volunteers or members of
their familjes were collected by the variocus sections. In
practically all ocases the arms - mainly shotguns - were
surrendered voluntarily. About 20/25 shotguns wers collected
in these raids.

' The first Service rifle to reach the Barryroe Company
was obtained by me from Frank Scully, Ardfield, Clonakilty,
about the epd of 1918. He had colleected the rifle off a ship -
UThe Norwegian® - which had been torpedoed off Clonakilty. '
The ship did not sink, but was beached olose to Ardfield
where Frank Scnliy resided. later on two or three riflss were
also got. from Ballincollig Barracks through tha activities
of Mick Murphy and Bill 0'Brien, Ballincollig.

In July 1918 I attended a Fels and Aeriocht at Barryroe.
The gathering was raided by a foree of R.I1.C. and the crowd
was dispersed. I should have mentioned that the holding of
Irish Ireland functions of this mature was banned by the
British at the time. About & month later I was arrested by
the R.I.C. and charged with attending the Fels. Iwas sentenced
to two months jmprisomment which I served in Belfast Jail.
Others who were arre3ted and sentenced in connection with the
holding of the function were:- Tom Beechinor, Con Murphy,
Sean O'Brien, Frank O'Sullivan. All refused to r ecognise the
right of the Court to try them -~ this was the recognised policy
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of the Volunteerw. One of the men arrested, Andrew Walsh,
was a married map. He defended the case and was 'bound to
the peace', I was released with the others from Belfast Jail

about the end of November 1918 on completion of my sentence.

, At the time of ourrelease West Cork was under martial
law and permits from the British military were necessary in
order to move around the area. When leaving Belfast Jail
the Governor there gave our party.a note to indlcate that we
hﬁd baen r eleased from Belfast Jall on a certain date.
When we arrived at Cork railway station, this permit would not
be accepted by the police guﬁrd on duty there. However,
we forced our way into the station and boarded the train.
In the meantime, the detsctive on duty at the station informed
the guard that the matter would be seen to at Bandon. When
the train reached Bandon there was a large force of R.I.C.
on the platform. The officer in charge approachsd our
carriage and asked for our permit. We again produced the note
from the Governor of Belfast Jail, but it would not be
accepted as a permit. The R.I.C. then sent for & party of
military and when they arrived, the officer in charge accepted
the note as fulfilling the pefmit regulations. This, in our

view, was a victory over the R.I.C.

There was no activity in the area in comnection with
the General Election in December 1918, as the Simn Fein
candidate, Diarmuid Iynch, I think, was returned unopposed.

About this time, Cork Brigade, which embraced the whole
of Cork County and included some 20 battalions, was divided
into three brigades. Bandon Battalion, to which Barryroe
Company was attached, became lst Battalion, Cork III Brigade.
Barryroe Company was D/Company in the battalion. The first
0/C. of Cork III Brigade was Tom Hales who had been 0/C.
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Bandon Battalion. I cannot remember the names of the other
brigade officers. ‘

The officers of Bandon Battalion following the promotion
of Ton Hales were, as far as I canrecollect:- 0/C. Tom Hales,
Vice 0/C. John lLordan or'Charlié Hurley; Adjutant, Hugh
Thornton; Q.M., William Walsh.

There was no unusual activity in the area during the
early part of 1919. Normal training and parades were held
but we had occﬁsional bouts of target practice with .22 rifle.
This rifle was passed to the company by the Battalion 0/C..
(Sean Hales).

During the summer of 1919 there was & chenge in the
officers of the Barryroe Company. I was elected 0/C. The
officers at this stage were: 0/C. Jim Moloney (witness);
1st Lieut. Michael 0'Sullivan; 2nd Lieut. Michael Coleman.

In August 1919 2 training cemp for selected officers of
Cork III Brigade was held af Shoreéliffe House, Glandore.
Dick McKee (0/C. Dublin Brigade) was in chﬂrge of the camp.
Amongst those present were:- Gearoid O0'Sullivan, Peadar
MeMahon (I think), Ted O'Sullivan, Liam Deasy, Ralph Keyes,
Pat Harte, Dam Santry, Tim O'Donoghue, 'Mossie' Donegan,
Stephen O'Neill, 'Flyer' Nyhan, Sean Lebane, Mick McCarthy, .
Paddy O'Brien (Girlough), Mick Herlihy, Jim Moloney (witness).
The number in the camp was in the region of sixty. The camp
~was carried on for nﬁout a week during which time those
present undarwent?intensive-course in close order and extended
order drill. There were, in addition, lectures on all aspects
of military operatiohs. Towards the end of the week the camp
was raided by a large force of R.I.C. All present were rounded
up and scrutinized closely - apparently for future reference.
When the raiding party had withdrawn, the camp was dispersed.
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There was very little activity beyond normal training
until the end of February 1920. On'the night of February 25th
1926, Timoleague R.1.C. Barracks was attacked. This operation
was carried out under Sean Aales (Battalion 0/C). A mine was
lﬁid ét the front wall of the barracks and parties vere placed
in position in -houses opposite .the barracks as well as an'high
ground to the rear. I was -in position with Sean Hales within
about 10 yards of the barracks, I was armed withtwo Mills
bombs which were to be thrown through the breach in the wall
of the barracks should the mine be &ffective. When the mine
falled to explode, fire was opened on the barracks by the parties
at the opposite side of the road and to-the rear. Firing then
continued intermittently for about three hours and, as there
was no prospect of capturing the building, the attackyas called
off, Amqﬁgsﬁ those who took part in this operation were:-
Sean Hales;-Chnrlie-Burlqy with men from Kilbrittain, Barryroe
and Timoleague companies. Following this operation I went

'on the run' and moved about the area.

When Gpurtmdcsharry R.I.C. Barraocks (evacuated) was
destroyed at Easter 1920, I was engaged as a member of the
demolition party. The work was performed with crowbars and
pickaxes. The job was carried out under Sean Hales by the

members of the Barryrow and Timoleague Companies.

An R.I.C. patrol was operating in the Timoleague-Ballyroe
area about May 1920. It was mainly engaged on protection duty
in connection with agrarian trouble about a amall plece of
grazing land. I was 0/C. Barryroe Company at the time and it
was decided to ambush the patrol. I reported accordingly to
the Battalion Vice O/C. (Charl;e Hurley) who moved into the arsa
on the same nigh£ with Jack Fitzgerald and Jim O'Mahoney of -
Kilbrittain Company. All three were armed with rifles. Next
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morning, a ccompanied by John Hayes, Mick Coleman, Denis O'Brien,
Dan Santry, Jerome O'Hea and Tim Crowley, 1 reported to Charlie
Hurley. We were allla:rned with shotguns. The whole party
then moved to Ahawadda on the Timoleague-Clonakilty road where
we took up positions behind the rosdside fence about two miles
from Timoleague about 7 a.m: an the morning of May 10th, 1920.
There was no appearance by the enemy patrol until about 3 p.m.
When the patrol arrived i1t consisted of four R.I.C. men a rmed
with r evolvers. I think one. member of the party also carried
a rifle. When the patrol moved into the centre of our position
fire was opened on them. Three were killed and one escaped.
We got three revolvers amd a8 supply of ammunition. The men
from Kilbrittain (Charlie Hurley, Jack Fitzgerald and Jim
0'Mahonay) then withdrew across country to their own area.

The local men returned to their home district but not to

their homes.

- During August 1920, a military aycle patrol operated at
irregular intervals on Courtmacsherry-Timoleague road via
Barryroe. The patrol usually consisted of one or two officers
and 12 to 15 soldiers armed with riflea. The officers of the
Barryroe Company, of which Iwas 0/C., decided to ambush the
patrol, Wae assembled about 30 members of the company and took
up a position behind the roadside fence north of the Courtmac-
sherry-Barryroe Road about one mile from Barryroe Creamery

on the road to Courtmacsherry. Nearly all were armed with
shotguns. I was with a party of three or four others at the
western end of the ambush position wl‘lere it was proposed. to
hold up the officers leading the patrol. Although we took up
the same position on three successive nights, there was no

appearance by the enemy patrol.

All members of the Barryroe Company were engaged on the
collection .or the levy for I.R.A. Arms Fund about September and



practically the whole period in Barryroe Company area.
Amongst the houses at which he was detalped were:- Jerh.
Whelton's, Currihy; Denis 0'Driscoll's, Dunworley, and
Dan O'Leary's, Currahevern. On the day following the

Truce he was released from the 'latter house.

Rank at Truce: Q.M., D/Company (Barryroe),-Bandon -

Battalion, Cork IIIX Brigade, I.R.A.

Strength of company at Truce -~ about 120.

8.

Signed: QW 52 @/é%
/(James olgﬂey)

Dater 'g‘;é. /?55

. @ - _ 8th December 1955.
Witness: mw

(P. 0'Donnell)

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1813-21
BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1013-21

No. W.S. / 310




BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913-21 |

—
S

ORIGINAL

'
W
i

Ne, W.S. /353

- A

—

ROINN COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1013-21.
STATEMENT BY WITNESS,

DOCUMENT NO. W.S. 2,885 ...

Witness

Denis O'Brien,
Adamstown,
Ballinbasslig,
Co. Cork.

Identity.

Lieut. Kilbrittain Company Bandon Batt'n.
Cork II1 Brigade;

- e .

Member Cork III Brigade Column.

Subject.

Kilbrittain company Iriash Voluntsera,
Bandon Batt'n. Cork III Brigade,
1914-1921.

Conditions, if any, Stipalaicd by Witness.

Ril

File No. ..8:.2678

= Form B.S M. 2




@ RE G i NAL BUREAU GF MILITARY RISTORY 1818-21 | /- A1 353
| BURO STAIRE MILEATA 1913.21

o.w.s /353 | .

ST4TEMENT BY DEMIS O'DRIEN .

Adamstovn., Ballinhassig, Co. Cork.

I was born at Clonbuig, Kilbrittain, Co. Cork, on 6th
January, 1902. I vas educated at Kilbrittain National School

until I reached the age of 15 years.

I joined na Fianna in Kilbrittain in the summer of 1914,
at this time our unit was a section of Ballinadee unit of
na Fianna Gireann. Other members of the unit, who were all
older than I, were:- Con Crowley, Paddy Crowley, John
Fitzgerald, Jern. O'Neill, Michael and John O'Brien, John

Barrett, James Barrett, Brian O'Driscoll and John O'Leary.

The only training carried out was close-order foot drill.
Ve also marched to various areas on Sunday evenings on
organising trips. This was the only type of activity carried

on up to Faster 1916.

On Easter Sunday 1916, all members of our section
(Kilbrittain) with the exception of Jerh. O'Neill and myself
who were now the only Fianna boys, marched to Macroom.

The section retuﬁhed from Macroom on Easter Sunday night and

there was no activity in Kilbrittain area during Easter Veek.

Some days after the surrender in Dublin, two members of
the unit -~ John and James Barrett - were arrested and deported

to England.

When the Irish Volunteers were reorganised in Kilbrittain
early in 1917, the strength of the unit was about 25. The
0/C. was Brian O'Driscoll. Some members were:- Paddy
Crovley, Jack Fitzgerald, Jérh.AO'Neill, Michael O'Brien,
Denis O'Brien, (witﬁess), Con Crowley, John Barrett, James
Barrett, Jack O'Leary. Kilbrittain unit was attached to

Bandon Battalion, Cork Brigade.



The only training carried out was close order foot-drill
which took place in the fields in the district. The only
arms held by the unit in the early stages were a few shotguns,

which were the property of the membersy.

There was very little change in the position and no
upusual activity until the spring of 1918, when the British
threatened to enforce conseription. There was, then, a big
influx of new recruits and the strength of the unit reached
about 40. MNearly every young man in the parish of Kilbrittain
joined up. During this period all shotguns in the area were
collected and dumped in a timber box fitted into the centre
of a large double bank. Thq charges of shot were removed
from all available cartridges and replaced by buckshot.

The officers of the Kilbrittain Company, at this time, were:
0/C. Brian O'Driscﬁllg 1st Lieut. Jack Fitzgerald; 2nd Lieut.
James O'Mahony.

When the conscription threat had passed, the majority
of the new recruits faded out and the strength of the unit
fell to about 30.

Training went on‘as usual during 1918, and new recruits
vere being selected and invited to joiln the Irish Voluntseers.
The section was slowly growing in strength. There were no
activities in the area in connection with the General Election

of December 1918.

The usual training continued throughout 1919, during
which period I was engaged with other members of the unit on

the collection of the first Ddil Ffirearnn Loan.

During the summer of 1919 the company 0/C. (Brian
O'Driscoll) went to U.S.A. This led to a change in the
~officers of Kilbrittain Company who now were: 0/C. Janes
O'™ahony; lst ILieut. Jack Fitzgerald; 2nd Lieut. ML. O'Brien.



The strength of the unit at this time was about %5.

The first activity of a military neture in which I vas
engaged was an attack on Timoleague R.I.C. Barracks on
25th Febfuary 1920. This was a battalion operation, and
Sean Hales, who was 0/C. Bandon Battalicn, was in charge.
Several men from Timoleague, Ballinadee, Kilbrittain and
Barryroe units tock part in this engagement. Amongst those
from Xilbrittain who took part were: James Barrett, John
Barrett, Denis O'Brien (witness), John O!'Brien, Jaég 0!'Neill,
Jim O'Mahoney, Jack Fitzgerald. There were also a number
of others whose names I cannot racollect. T was one of a
party, armed with shotguns, wvho vere in ﬁosition in a house
opposite the barracks. There were other parties in position
at a number of points in the street, vhile a'section vias
detailed Lo place a mins against the gable of the building.
The mine failed to explode. Intermittent fire was then
opened by all covering sections. This continued for about
3 hours when all sections were ordered to withdraw. With

the other men from Kilbrittain company I raturned home.

About this time there was a further change in the
officers of the Kilbrittain company as the 0/C. (James
0'Mahony) was appointed adjutant, Bandon Battalion. The
officers of the company now were:- 0/C. Jack Fitzgerald;
1st Lieut. Michael 0'Brien; 2nd Lieut. Jack O'Neill.

The officers of Bandon Battalion, at this time, were, I think:
0/C. Sean Hales; Vice 0/C. Charlie Hurley; Adjutant James

O'Mahoney; Q.M. ~ I cannot reccllect.

Vhen the evacuated R.I.C. Barracks at Ballinspittle was
destroyed at Eaﬁter 1920, neﬁrly all members of the
Kilbrittain Company were engaged on the operation. On this

occasion I was on outpost duty on the Ballinspittle-
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Kilbrittain road with two others - Jerh. O'Neill and John
Cunningham. e were armed with shoiguns. The demolition
of the barracks was carried out by the main body of the

company; using picks and crowbars.

Thefe Jvere seQeral raids on the local mails during
the summer of 1920, but I did not take vart in any of these
raids. _

About the first week in July 1920, I took part with
ahout ten ﬁthpr members of Kilbrittain'Cémpany, under Jack
Fitzgerald, in a raid on Howe's Strand Coastguard Station.
In this raid we captured nine tifles with a considerable
amount of ﬂmmunition and equipment. fhe raid was carried
out in broad daylight, about 12 noon. The whole party
strolled towards the Coastguard Station and on the way
met one of the coastguards. He was held up and gquestioned.
He informed us that two members of the Service were ﬁut
boating and that one other man was on duty. He also teld
us where the rifles and ammunition were stored. I was then
placed in charge of this man who was held priscner while
the other members of the I.R.A. party went on to the Coast-
guard Station, where they found the millitary stores and
removed them. I detezined my prisoner until the others
retﬁrned to us with the captured stores. He was then
released. \Our party then moved across country to C%onbuig
vhere w e dumped the captured arms. Amongst those who took
part in this raid were:- Jack Fitzgerald, Jerh. O'Neill,
Dave Sullivan, Feddy Sullivan, Jack O'Neill, John O'Leary

and Denis O'Brien (witness).

The staff at the Ccoastguard Station was increased
following this raid and a fresh supply of arms and ammunition

was made available. Before the end of July 13920, it was
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decided to attempt to capture the station for the “second

time. On this occasion, Charlie Hurley, who was Vice 0/C.,
Bandon Battalion, was in charge. The operation was carried
out by the members of Kilbrittain Company assisted by a few

men f{rom Ballinadee and Timoleague .companies.

The Coastguard Station was situvated on high ground on
the edge of a cliff. It was standing on its own grounds.
There were two entrance doors on the front of the building.
It was decided on this occasion to carry out the attack about
midnight. Two men viere detailed to brealk down the doors
with sledge-hammers. The main attacking party was divided
into two sections - one to dash through each doorway when
the door had been forced.  One doorway - that gttacked by
Den;a Manning (Xilbrittain Company) - was smashed in and -
the attacking party, at this point, dashed into the building.
The second door, which was being smashed by Con Lehane
(Timoleague Coy), withstood the attempt for a short time
aﬁd the occupants of the station opened fire. However,
the entrance of our men through the other door took the
defenders by surprise and, wheh calied upom to surrender,
they laid down their arms. In this case, ve captured, I
think, 25 rifles together with a large supply of ammunition
and equipment. In order to remove the captured stores on
this occasion we had to utilise a horse and cart. 411 arms
were then r emoved to the dumps in Ballinedee and Clonbuig
areas. Amongst those who took part in this operation were:-
Charlie Hurley, Jack Fitzgerald, Denis Manning, Jerh. O0'Neill,
John O'Leary, Con 0'Leary, Dave and Paddy Sullivan, Jaclk '
0'Neill, Michael McGrath, Denis O'Brien (witness), - all
from Kilbrittain -~ Con Lehane (Timoleague), Tim Crowley,

Jim Crowley, John and James Barrett (Ballinadee). There

vere no casualtises.,



Towards the end of September 1320, a training camp
for selected men from Cork IIT Brigade was established at
Clonbuig in Kilbrittéin Company area. Tom Barry was in
charge of this camp and set up his H&. in my home. The
Cemp Q.M. (Tadhg Sullivan) was also billeted ‘there. There
were about 40 officers in attendance at the Camp which was
carried on for about a week. During this period I was
engaged on full time scouting throughout daylight hours.
£11 available members of Kilbrititain Company were similarly
engaged as this was the duty allocated to:them b& the Canmp
0/C., Tom Barry. Guard duty at night was undertaken by the

officers at the camp.

On the night of 31st December 1920, and agein about:
'mid—January 1921, Kilbrittain R.I.C. barracks was attacked,
but, on each occasion, the attack proved abértive as the
mines failed to explode. On the first occesion two wooden
boxes, filled with g elignite and arranged for exploding by
electric detonators, were placed against the wall of the
barragk on elther side of the porch.at the mdain door.. Section:
armed8 with shotguns and rifles ware in position at the front
and sides of the building. The mines failed to e xplode.
Intermittent fire was then opened by the shotgun and rifle
men. This was continued for about an hour before the signal
to withdraw was given. On the second occksion, the mine was
made by filling an attaché cese withgelignite with'a suitable
detonator and fuse. VWhen the fuse had been lighted, this
mine was thrown over the barbed wire entanglemenfs inf ront
of the barrack. It fell against the barrack wall &nd,
although the fuse continued to burn for some time; there was
no explosion. 4 few shots were then fired by the eoveriné
parties at front and sides which then withdrew, while the

garrison of the barracks continued to fire for a considerable



time afterwards. The Column O/C. - Tom Barry - was 1n
chaerge of both attacks.- On each occasion I was a member
of a rifle party vhichwas in position hehind a low fence
about 20 yards from the front of the barrack.

Following the second attack on Kilbrittain R.I.C. Bks.
I joined the column at Quarries Cross. There vere about
70 men in the column at this time. A1l were armed with rifles
4 few days after I joined the column, we toock up a position
at Mawbeg on the Bandon-Ballineen road about 6 miles from
Bandon. We were in position behind the roadside fence north
of the road and were extended over a distance of
approximately 600 yards. Positions were taken up before
daybreak, but although we remained in position until dusk,
there was no appearance by the enemy. The column then

withdrew to billets in the area.

llext morning the column moved towards Bandon and took
up & position at laragh,within 3 miles of the town on‘the
Bandon-Newcestovn road. A spy, who had been arrested, was
executed. His body was labelled and left on the ;badside
in the hope that the British foreces in Bandon would come out
to_investigute. Althoughwe remained in position all day
there was mo appearance by the enemy, 50 the column withdrew
to billets. Some time after the column had withdrawvn, the
British d1d come out and remove the body of the spy. This
was, ‘I think, January 23rd, 1921.

On the night of 2%th January 1921, the column moved into
Bandon to attack a milifary curfevy patrol. On this occasion
I‘waé one of a party in charge of Charlie Hurley which took
up a position on the Dummanway rcad within about 100 yards
of the military barracks. Our sectionvw as to act as a

covering party on the barracks while the main body of the



colunn moved into the centre of Bardon to carry out the
attack on the patrol. Our sectionwas in position zbout

11 p.m. and remained there until about 2 a.m. when orders
were given to-open fire on the military barracks. Ve fired
on the barracks for about 10 minutes and we were then

orddred to withdraw,

/hen our section joined the main body sdﬁé?fime latér
it was found that Dan 0'Reilly, & member of the column and
Kilhrittain company, was missing. It was later confirmed
that he had been killed duriﬂg the attack. I remember that
the man who was in position beside O'Reilly stated that when
he heard the signal to withdraw (3 blasts of a whistle)
he told O'Reilly and, immediately moved off to the agreed
meeting place. O'Reilly, however, said that he 4id not hear

the signal and refused to move.

lie next moved, on the night of 26th January 1921, to
attack Innishannon R.I.C. Barracks. On.this occasion I was
one of a party of about 20 riflemen under Ted Sullivan
(Brigade Vice 0/C.) who took up a position at Brinny, a road
leading from Bandon to Innishannon. Vé were to attack any
enemy forces who wight come from Bandon to the aid of the
Innishannon garrison. The attack on the garrison proved
abortive and the e xpected enemy reinforcements did not travel
through our position. Vhen the signal to withdraw vas given

we withdrevw to billets in the area.

A fev nights later, I was one of a section of the column
which entered Bandon to snipe enemy posts. We withdrew after
about 20 minutes, having no casualties.

At the end of Jarmary 1921, the column moved into
Clonakilty Battalion area where we billleted near Ahiohill.
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On the night of lst February 1921, we were moved to Burgatia
House near Roscarbery where we billeted early on the morning
of February 2nd 1921. Burgatia House was owned by a loyalist
named Kingston. When the column entered the house, the owner,
his wife and their maid were placed under arrest. Sentries
vere posted and the column .M. (Tadng Sullivan) arranged

for a supply of food.

There was no activity until about 11 a.m. when the
local postman arrived to deliver the mails to the Kingsteon
housenold. He was held up by our s entries. He was taken
before our 0/C. (Tonm éarry) and other officers. .As he gave
an undertaking not to disclose the presehce of the column in

Burgatig House, he was released.

About 4 p.m. our sentries reported that some Black and
Tans were moving along the road in front of the house. lLater,
the presence of military lorries was reported by our scouts.
All sections were immediately alerted and the next thing I
heard was a shot. )l members of the column thend ashed from
the house into the yard. ‘le remained In the yard for some
time while the movements of Ehe encircling forces were being
observed. After less than an hour, the column was divided
intoc sections and instruections for withdrawal were given.
Two covering parties vere s elected to holdhthe eneny on
the eastern side, while the main body retired. When 211
sectilons had been instructed, the whole coiumn awaited the
closing of the enemy ring before opening {ire. Ve all lay
under cover in the yard of Burgatia Bouse uﬂtil the enenmy
forces,; who were shooting intermittently, approached quite
close to ouwr position. The order to fire was theﬁ glven.
When the column opened fire the encircling.forces retreated

in all directions. Then, while a section of the column
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continued to fire &t the retreating enemy, the cthers with-
drew from the area to the east. The covering party later
joined the main body some distance from Burgatia and the

colunm then withdrew te billets in Clonakilty area.

We were Bst1ll moving around the area until the second
veek in February 1921, when arrangements were made for &n
attack on Drimoleague R. I.C. Barrmcks. In thia case, the
attack was, once more, a failure as the mine, although it
exploded, failed to breach the wall of the barrack.

On this occasion, I was a member of a party Waiting Yo rush

the breach if the mine had done iis work.

On the evéning of 22nd Februmry 1921, we were billeted
quite close to Bandon when we were Informed that it was
proposed to atteck an enemy Curfew pairol in the town,

The column was divided into three sections -~ two of abou;
six or seven each, and the main body of about 30. T was a
member of one of the smaller sections under John Lordan.
Other members of this gection were;r Tim Warren (Ballineen),
Jack Rocke, Jack C'Neill (Kilbrittain), and Pat Callaghan
(Fewcestovm). Our section — armed with rifles and revolvere -
moved into Bandon from Dunmenwey road sbout 8,30 p.m, Our
instructions were to take any enemy forces we met prisoners
and to hold them until the wmaln body had opvened the attack
on the Curfew patrol.,. As our séction moved into town

we plcked up two membera of the Essex Regiment and z Naval
wirelese operator., When shooting broke out in the centre

of the town we s8bot the two wenbers of the Esgzex Regiment

as & reprissl for the conduct of the members of the regiment
who had shot several unarmed I.R.A. prisoners. Jack O'Neill
then wrote a note for the 0/C. British trecps in Bandon and
handed it to the wireless operator for delivery. The note

informed the British O/C. that the shootings were reprisals
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fer the conduct of the men of his regiment, Some time
about 10 p.m. - vhen shooting cemsed — our sectlion returnsd

to Pbillets in Newcestown.

At this stage I was demobbed from the column with a
pumber of others, I returned to my home area yhere I
continued to eperate ﬁfth the Kilbrittain compsny on
blocking roads, cutting lines of comumunication and generally

impeding enemy ectivities.

I again reported to the column about the second week in
March 1921l. At this time, the strength of the colunm had
been increased to about 100, We were moving around the area
in the neighbourhood of Bandon until the evening or March
‘16th, 1921, when/ggre in the vicinity of Shippool,.about
sevén miles from Kinsale on the Xinsale-~Bandon road. We
were now informed that it waes proposed to take up positions
next morning. Early on the morning of 17th March 1921,
the column moved into position behind a étone wall adjoining
. the road. We were extended over a distance of about 500/600
yards. All wvere armed with rifles. Positions were taken up
before daybreak, but, although wé renained until darkness
set In, the expected enemy convoy did not arrive. The colunm
was then withdrawn teo pillets in the aree where we remained
next day.

During the night of 18th March 1921, the coclumm moved
across the main Cork-Bandon road to Ballyhandle in
"Crossbarry areg where we bllleted. I was billeted with n
number of others in Beésley's farshouse. It weaes now after
midnight. Sentries were posted and scouts wers sent out.
About 2.30 a.m &ll sections of the colum were mlerted.
We were then paraded by the 0/C. (Tom Barry), who inforumed

us that large eneny forces were reiding the area and that
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we were taklng uvp ambush positions on the old Cork-Bandon
road at Crossbarry. The column was divided into &
nuaber of gections and allocated to positions. The
section conmanders were;~ Sean IMales, John Lordan, Wick
Crowley, Pete Kearney, Denils Lofdan, Ton Kelleher,
Christy O'Connell. A1l positions were mnorth of the
roadg,

I was a member of the section under Sean Hales
which was allocsted to a post at the weetern.ena.or the
gelected ambush position, We took up our position bshind
the rdadaide fence, Soms members of this section were:
Ton KcCarthy (8chull), Tim Allen (Schull), Con LcCarthy
(Bandon), Con Flynn (Ballinadee), Jack Corkerpy
(Ballinadee), Bob Hales (Bellinadee), Denis O'Brien
(witness) (Xilbrittain), There were six or seven others
in the saction, but I cannot rememver their names. There
were three other sections in somewhat similar positions
axtended over a distance of about half a milie to the east.
In addition, flanking sections of the saie strength were
in position on both flanks (east and wes;). There was
also & section under Tom Kelleher on the high ground
to the rear to cover off posgible enémy approach from
that direction, ”wo minaes were also laid iIn the road
— one at the extreme eastern end of the position, and
the second just to ths east of the position occupied by
my 6ection under Seen dales. All posltions were occupied

about 5 a,m and we.-awaited the next move by the ensmy.

About 8 a.m, the leading lorry in an enemy convoy
noved into tne ambush position as rar as our section
where it stopped. The second and third lorries in the
convoy also halted at the same time. Thare was a distance

of about L40/50 yards between each lorry. From our
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position we were: unable to abserve whether the other lorries
in the convoy halted simultaneocusly. Imrediately the leading
lorry stopped, our dection openéd fire on the first and.
second. lorries. The accupants of these lorries, who were

not killéed or wounded by the opening fire, decamped across
country to the scuth. The eccupants of the: other lorries in
the convoy did likewise: Immediately firing opened, Florrie
Begley - 8 member of the brigade staff - began to play
warlilte tunes on the bagpipes. Be was to the rear of the
centra of the main position in Beasiey's end Harold's farm-
yards whers the 0/C. (Tom Barry) hsd also establlished his
H.Q. I should have mentioned that, following the opening
bursé of fire, a man scrambied over the fence into our
position shouting that he was a prisoner. As there was no
reply by the enemy forces who had decamped, the sections in
the centre-aﬁd;westernnepﬁs of the position were moved on to
the roadway by Tem Barry, and collected the arms and equipment
left behind by the enemy. The: booty included a number of
rifles and a Lewis gun with & supply of ammunition. The two

leading leorries in the convoy werse now set on fire.

‘While ws wers collecting the spoils on.the raadway,
shooting suddenly broke out to the east and, with the other
sectlions on the road we retired up a hereen Ieading to the
porth, at the exfreme western end of the'position. "We had
travelled some distance along this boreen when & party of
enemy troops were seen to the east. The 0/C.. (Tom Barry) now
ordered the whole party to line the fence of the boreen
and to open fire on this eneuwy party:; After about three-
Tounds had been fired by each man, the ensmy disappeared.

& contlnved to withdraw until we reached Crosspound where

we were jolned by all the other sectfons of the column.



A check on our cesualtles now revealed that we had lost
three dead (Peter Manahan, Con Daly and Jerh. O'Leary),
while tﬁo (Dan Corcoran, Newcestown, and Jim Crowley,
Kilbrittain) were seriocusly waunded. The wounded were now
attended to by Con Lucey and 'Nudge' Callanan. The column
was thepn drawn up in celumn of route and marched off to
billats in Surranereigh, about 18 miles away. We reached

billets in the early morning of 20th march 192I.

4ds fa; as I can recollect, it was during the evening of
20th Barch that we learned of the death 1n actlon of our
Brigade 0/C. (Charlie Hurley). Be had been billeted in a
house in Ballyhandle area on the morning of X9th March 1923,
when it was surrourded by a strolg force of enemy troops. '
He made an effort to fight his way through the enemy cordon,
but was killed in the attempt. His bedy was'taken inte
Bandon by the military and was threwn into the morgue. It
was takenm away to his home area (Clozagh) by the Cumenn na
mBan from Kilbrittain. Our officers decided to give Charlie
Rurley a.ﬁilitary funsral, sc¢ we paraded agdain on the evening
of 20th March and begen a long march to Clogagh, which we
reached adbout 2 a.m. pnext morning. Thé Yacal priest was
called and the coffin contaihing the remains of Charlie was
carried on the shonlders of his comrades to the grave. The
members of the column with arms reversed marched behind the
coffin. 7hen the érave had been closed, Tom Barry delivered
a short oration and fired three revolver shots over the grave,
The sentries, which had been posted during thse: burial, were
now called In and the column marched away to billets in

Ahiohill,. which was reached about 8 a.m.

Between the .burial of CharIje Hurley and the end of

March I was moving around the area with the columan. On the
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night of 30th Mareh 1921, we were within & few miles of
Hosscarﬁery when we were informed that we were to move in
to.attack the R.I.C. Barracks there next morning. The
column wes again divided into a number of sections:

(2) 8 storming party of X0 men to lay a mine and

rush the breach;
CARAY N EC TorgcH as

(b) a following group of 10 menjto be lighted
when the party at (&) had broken into the
barracks;

(c) three groups of five men each to cut
commumications on all reads leading to
Roscarbery;

(4) twelve men to occupy positions nerth and -
east of barracks to prevent occupants
breaking out;

(e) twelve men, divided iInto 3 groups of L
aach, to hold the roads in the vicinity
of the town;

(f) ten rifYemen te act as a reserve;

A1l sections moved into their positions about midnight.

I was a member of the sectlon referred to at (4),
but thers, was no ection at our position as the enemy did
net make an attempt to break out. The mine, on this
occcasion, was a partial success as 1t damaged the barrack
door and blew steel sbutters from two ground foor windows.
Our parties as at (a) and (b) above eventually succeeded in
forcing the garrison to evacuate: the. ground floor of which
they toek possessicn._ After about four hours fighting .
the garriseon were eventually forced toﬂéurrendera Two
members. of the. garrison were killed and nine wounded. There
wefe no casualties amongst:the members of the column,
When the garrison had surrendered, the column was assembled
and, after & short delay, we moved off to billets in

Rossmame)area about daybreak. _

Some days after ths attack on Roscarbery, the main

body of the ceolumn was disbanded and the majorigy of the
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men returned to their home: areas. I returmed to Kilbrittain
aréa where I engaged in all operations of the loeal company
which, at the time, was engeged on a campaipgn of cutting
enemy lines of commnication, and continuelly harassing

the enemy forces in the area. When the general order for
the attack on eneny posts and forces as a reprisal for the
exscution of I.R.A. prisoners was issued, I took part in

an attack op Kilbrittain R.I.C. Barracks on Xith May 1921,
Iwo Black and Tans were wounded.-

The: work of harassing And impeding enemy forces went on
continually up to thp Truce and hardly & day passed that,
with other members of the Kilbrittain company, I was rot
engaged in Sniping enemy posts or petrols. In addition,
guards had to be provided for the men engaged on the
demolition of bridges, the cutting of trenches and blocking
of roads.

Rank at the Truce:- 2st Lieuterant, Kilbrittain

Company, Bandon Battalion,
Cork IIT Brigade.

Strength of Company: Approximately 60.

Signed __&Qmu_azga:&n_

(Denis O'Brien)

pate: /b — I — /95C

16.2.1956
Witness: %mmdl ;
' . BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY 1978-21
(P. 0'Donnell) DURO STAIRE MILEATA 1813-21
No. W.S. /.35 3




SR

o?\\G\

5.5, 554

'BUREAU OE MlLlHR!*HSTORV 1913-21
BURO S'TAIRE NAEEAT A 1613-21

NO. W.S. 5“1;

FLIFEMENT (f MRS. MAHY WAYHH,

KII.IDUR!AII’ BAH)(H co. GOH.

/’

191') - 1981.

CORK YIT BRIGAIR, CUMANY Hd mBAN.

BANDON S0UTH DISIRICT COURCIL,

nlb:u.tm Branoh.

MAry O'Neil_.l (now Mrs. Waleh).-
Foxra cio'loy.
Hannah O'Brien (now Mrs. O'Mahony).

BRANCHBS COR squm ‘ _
) Strength - 28,

c apt&in :

kdjt. or Sec.
Treasurer:

~

Timolesgue Braneh.

Mary O'Neill (na' Mrg. Iulsh)
Nora cro'hy.
_ Hannah O'Brien (nov Kra. ‘0'Mahony).
] " Strength - 1a.

Captatn
4dgt. or Sec.
Treama'l': N
Gaggin Branoh.,
captun' N

Adjt. oy Sso.

Treasurer:

Barryroe Branch.
Cuptain: .

Adjt. or Sec.
Treas8uUray:

Clogagh Brangh.

Captain.
Adjt. or Sec.

Treagurey:

Margaret Foley (now Mrs. Harte).

ary Kolly.

Maureen 0'Drisecoll.

) Strength - 1a.

Cathorine Walsh (now Mra. Iombard)
Josephine Flynn. )
Kate MoCarthy.

Strength - 295.

Nellie Coleman (Mra. SBantry - deceased).
] ? (now Mypa. O'Doncvan.)
Nora whalton. ' '

Strength - 15.

Margaret O0'Donovan (now Mrs. Burke).
Janie O'Donovan.

Kathlean Marphy. (pnow Mrs. O'Donovan).
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BALLINSPITTIR BRANCH. . Strength 13.
captain Hanpah Hapnon (Now Mrs. Curran)
Adjt. or Seo. Mary Ryan (Now Mrs. 0'Sullivan).
Treagurer: Kate ? (Now Mre, McCarthy).

19186.

My brothers were attached to the Kilbrittatn Volunteer
Company. Two of~them were ordered to a. Parade on Easter Sunday
the destination wds Maoroom. The aisters of the Voluntears
were called on to help in thelr absence, whioch made us very

interested in the Movement.

After the Parade mentioned our home was raided, time
after time, by the locel R,I1.C. Those raids only made us
more anxious to help out those boys.

At this period, Misa Walsh, Kilbrogan H1ll, Bandon,
whose brothaer took part inm the Dublin Rising,was trylng to get
Cumann na mBan Branches atarted in the area, having got
instructions from Headquarters, Dublin. She approached me
about forming & hranch in the Kilbrittain area, Hach branoch
wags to have ten members and to get affiliated with Haadguarters
Cumann pa mBan, Dublin. Miss Walah got instructions from
Dublin and passed them on %o the Branches.

1917.

At this period the Kilbrittain Branch was in working
order.. I was appointed Captain, Miss Nora Crovley -

-Secretary, and Miss H, O'Briaen, Treasurer. All ths members

Jjolned an Irish Clasa which wes held weekly in Kilbrittain.

.After Class each Sunday we held our CumAnn na mBan Meeting

and practi{sed bandaging. Nurse Iordan gave First Ald Leoctures,
Dr. Cullinane, Clénakilty, also.gave lnstructions near
Kilbrittain, and later Dr. Stopford gave a First Aid Course
whloh waeg attended by members from many outside Branches.

From our weekly subsoription each girl was'supplied with
a small First Ald Outrfit, containing soissors, lint, gaugze,
bandages, pinsg, eto.,

Qur Branch was so useful and sSuccegsful w were asked
by otheyr dlstriots to essist them in forming Branches, having
Bandon &8 Pistriot Council, where the Officers of the
Battalion Branches met periodiocally to report on activities.

1919.

A Cumann ne mBan organiser came to the Brigade Area
from Dublin - Misa Price. S8he advised that the lst Battallon
area be divided owlng to the dlfficulty of working from a
Central District Counocil. One area was to be north and the
other south of the Bandon river. The latter eonsisted of
Branoches in Kilbrittain, to which Ballinadea attached ita



»

branch - Ballineplittle, Gaggin, Clogagh, Timoleague and
Barryroe.

Misa Price called & meating to which the Officars
of those branches came. It was held at Callanaus, Bally-
catten - tha date Y do nmoi remember. Frpm that’ perioﬂ our
Distriect Counoclil was formed.

I wasg unanimously appolnted sanior Officey and Cissg
Crowley was appolinted Secretary. Cur dutias wera to viasit
each Branch in our area monthly and to report progress, umder
a coverinog envelope, to Headquartars, Dublin, A That order
was falthfully carried out uptil the Trupoe came.

Miasn Price remained in the 3rd Brigade Area and from
her we got instructions while on active service.

Activities.

Dispatoches, raising funds, Flag Days, concerts,
cooking, knltting socks for Column, ete., stc., Each member
was always ready fio do anything requirad by the different
Companlss, such as, scoutlng, and at times taking charge of

arms end ammunitlon.

In Xilbritteln a Chapel gate ocollection was made each
Sunday mt both Masmes dAuring 1820-1921 period, and food paraels
wore regularly sent to the interned men of the area, the
posting of which was often acarried out under very aiffiocwlt
sonditions, whioh we always found a means to overcoms.

Memories - M{rat Shots.

1917-1918.

One svening, a military rald took place. My brothar,
Miock, apd Dan Manning were at Supper. They had bsen sowing
corn all day. Not wishing to chance arrest the{ got out and
ran through the flelds. They were fired on but got away from
that party only to run into another raiding party over the
hill which alsoc fired on them. They had to "put them up"
and were internad for some months.

Ayms were scArce: the bddye smeocured lsad and several
boxas of_ buck-shot were made at our houss and packed in
cartridge cases. Thia was later used in the attaoks on the
surronnding R.I.C.. Barraocka. Alsc, in an out-house on sur
farm, & Timoleague Blacksmith {Con Iehane'!) apent several weeks
making rifia bayonats. He was helped by the losal Voluntesrs.
They were supplied with al) thelr requirsments from O‘'Mahonya,
Cloundreen, and our housge.

1919.

1,
The first polioceman ahot was in Kilbrittaln. That night
a party of the boys assembled at our house and it was dacided
than $o0 go "on the run®™, sc from that date to tha T rirpa '
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-~ . they were nevar at home for any length of tims.
Previous {0 that Charlie Hurley often spent hours with us
writing. (Not being able to correetly place datea, 1 leave
that to be adjueted).

During the Elections in thoss troubled {ears the
CumAnn na mBap helyped in many ways -~ assisted in bringl
people to vote and also supplied refreshments and meals in
the schoola.

Our first experience of an ambuah was when a party
of military was successfully disarmed at Ratholarin.
Previous to tha attack I waa asked Lo pew some masks which
consisted of hormse hair apnd c¢loth. It was next morning I
learned what they wore used for, when my brother Mick was
brought homa, having got a bad head wound in the attaock, I
learnad later he let go big man to agsist another companion
who wida being overoome. That was how he came by his woumd -
e blow of a rifle., The rifles and ammunition were all
gecured and Qumped and the patrol ast free. Another brother
removed Miok and some others several miles away in a horse
and tyap end he was home again &bout 8 gp.m. In the meantime
our houss was reided by R.I.C. and mllitary.

Dr. Stopford was brought to our Battalion area to give
lessons.in Firast Ald. Classes were arranged and & pumber
of girls from each Company attended and were billeted in the
district. The first class took placs at Ardacrow. Nursge
loxrdan, Brigades, also assisted. latey, an examigation was
carried out by Dr. Con ILuocey, Brigade M.,D., and several girls
recoeived ocerxrtificates. Di., Stopford remained with the
Aotive Service Column until Truce oams.

" Week after week military attacks took place on R.I.C.
Barraocks and Coastguard Stations. - The Column, also, were
very aotive. Military enamy raids became a weekly and,
somstimes, a daily occurrenca. 8tlll scarcely a day passed
but somsone called from Kildbrittain, Bandon, Timoleagus oy
Clogagh, and we were nearly always in touch with the Battalion
activities and were ahle to report on where the 41 fferent men
were to be found. The same applied to their billeting; word
was nearly always passed on, ao that we ware able to give
warning of ralds or get the reguired person.

I am glad to reméember that full military honours ware
paid to.two or the Company Volunteers - W. Hurley and M.
O*Brien - who dled. The ooffins were coversd with the flag
and eaoh Company in the area was represented and marched, as
also did the Cumann na mBan.

After the Kilmichael Ambush a number of the Column
came into our area to vest. _xJo:lyi Hennessy had a scalp
bullet wound which was not dressed for two days. I cleaned
and dreased the wound and he remained until it was healed.

A Dootor saild, later, only for the care he might have baen
blood poisoned.

later, I pursed a shoulder bullet wound for Denis
Ipoxydan.. He, too, was sSoon as well aa ever. :
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Mick waa laid to rest beside then, R.I.P.

In Decamber, 1920, an ambush took pldace near Caggin.
A military car got away and got reinforcements in Bandon,
do tha Column hed to change Bheir plans of retreat.
Provision was made 1n Clanbhogue, beyonrd Kilbrittain, for
thaly arrival, whlchk could not be carrled out.

Word was brought to ug to prepare for the column to
camp at our plase and to provide provisions, without leaving
home or going to any villege. They arrivad Xhat night amnd
put up with us for two nighta. Ho made bread and buttex
and provided for al)l thelr wants whila they remained. We
also provided hot baths for several who neaded them badly -

‘roughly from 50 to 80 were theara. As many despatonos were

brought in during the Camp. That short notice shows what
oconfidence they placed in the Cumann na mBan.

0f the Croasbarry Ambush much is sald. We lost our
friend - Charlis Hurley -~ And three others. Those threds were
buriad in tha Republican Plot, Bandon, but Charlie wished to
be buried with his family in Clogagh. The Battallon 0.C.
sent & messegé to ma to got his body removed to the Kil-
brittain area. Wher I went to get this done the Cumann na
mBan hed already sent the body to Clogagh Church. I was one
of many who kept vigil in the Church that night and Cumann
na mBan and Volunteers marched at his funeral at the dawn of
the morning, when the begpipes played "Wrap the Green Flag
round me boys” &nd his comrades in arms firad threa volleys
over his grava, R.I.P,

A supply of meat wag taken from the military near
Kinsale intended for military stationed at the 0ld Head by
the Ballinspittla Company. It was sent to our house awaltin:
inatruetions. It was aookaed there and passed an to the
Column who were billeted in the violnity of Clogagh, and
greatly appreciated.

i1g9al.

A Brigade meeting took placa near our house and goouts
were 8ent out. A number spent the night in our house ard
got food. Some had travelled a long distanece. After the
meeting many came along for their horser and got away in the
early morning, including Con Murphy of Timoleague Company.
While awaiting a message from the scouts a mi}itary party
cama along to the house of call in Clocundreen: 6ome got awsy
but Corn was shot dead, The Officer of that raiding party was
Silver from Courtmassherry. Our house was surrounded at the
same hour by Percival, with his men in shorts. Wa ware not
allowed leave the housa that morning until the military had
removad in 2 pony and trap the body, vhioh was taken to’
Kinsala across the ocountry. 014 James O'Mahony was algo
taken in tha trap as they thought the dead man was his son.
The militery waras never told who prisoners or dead ware.

It was customary to return bodias to the workhousa in Bandon
after identification. .

Word was brought to us to get the bogy to C}ogggh -
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Timoleague Cumanp nAa mBan glrls, and myself were pravided
with a pony Aand trap and, to our disappolntment, the body
nad not bteen returmed to Bandon. Travelling at this time
was difficnlt, many roads belng out. up. Next day I was
sent with Mary O'Mahony to secure the body if possible -
word came he was in Bandon. We oyoled to town, got some
man and got the coffin placed in a fayrm cart with some bran
bags loaded around it and the drivar and Mary O‘'Mahoney sittin
on the load. Thay travelled & roundabout road and arrivead
in the evening in Clogagh. Meanwhile, I gave word to our
lada, at Al rferent_points, of our progress.

The funeral, like Charlie Hurley's, was earried out
2t tha dawn of next morning, with many of hls compariions
present. Mllitary honours were &coorded. 'I wish to state
that the Workhouse was guarded by military to find out who
would oleim the bodiaes, but for a short time thet day they
wers oalled off to surround K3lbrogan graveyard, as Captain
¥. Hurley - shot in Bandon Park - was buried that day also.
We wore told that when the socldiers returned and fourd the
body goms they were furious and threatered to burn fown the
placa. Nobody saw the coffin leaving and the nurses were -

very good.

1921.

During Curfew hours ore evening, Con Lahane, Timo-
league Company, came hurriedly to onr housge,. very wuch bsaten
up. He had been arrested by a milltary patrol. He was put
in the charge of an armed so0ldier. When alone with him Con
attacked him and disarmed him. Ha then came aoross the
ground to ouyr houvga. We dressed him and Bird Crowley and
my sister, Maud, scouted him to safety and dumped the captured
rifle. Iater they had to travel several miles to report the
ocourrance to Bettalion Headquartare, aa Con told them it
mey S4ve sevseral more from ruming intc the sams patrol.

This wae all dome during Curfew hours and I had to give word
to some lads who wera staying in our area.. Than I returned
our house wae suryounded and belng searohed by Peroival,
having found soma cigarettes whioch I claimsd as mine. He
made me smoke one, though I nover asmoked. They had to leava
very disappointed after Questioning me about. the absence of
ny slster.

BUREAU GF RILITARY HISTORY 1813-21
BURO STRRE MILEATA 1313-21

(Signed)

Wltnagsed : Cj——%—-»h : w .
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N w4y sister went to work as usual outside, and when
feeding-the pigs was held up by two soldiers, who iwiated
her hands behind her back. They told ber they vanted hep
up tha road for Scms time; but she said they should take

.her, Ba she refused Yo go Illlingly with tham, The

Officer sald: °'I will bury your b....... eessas o8 in the
manure heap !'.. Thay then pushed her to the gate, about
forty yards away, and keépt her hands twisted all the tims,
My mother protested ageinst such treatment of her daughter,
and so got rouvghly kmooked about. Shs asked what wapg the
oharge against them, and got no answer. She stood between
me apd the soldiers, as the Officer gave the order to pull
me out,' They tried to do smo, bttt she kept betwsen us and
clung to me. She sald she would not let the girls go, &s
they were all she had now to help her; and the Officer
replisd: 'You won't have them long,either!’

*T told the Off{cer-in-oharge he should be
rasponsible 1f anything bappened my mother, as the dootor
hed told me that any shook or excitement would prove fatal,
a3 shs was subjeot to paralysls and has & weak haart. They
struck hay with the butts of thelr rifleea, and she fall
prostratas. The soldiers tried to arag ms out, and, being
unable to do 80, one of them caught ma by the throat, put
bis knea to my back, and knocked me down. He sald he would
ohol® the b,........... life out of ma,

A HURFIAN AMUSED.

*WHRN MY SIOTER S&¥ MY MOTHER UNGONSGIOUB IN
THE YARD SHE BAN TO HER ASSISTANCK. . SHE AISO 854¥
MR REING CHOKED BY A SOIDIER:. SHE CAUGET HIS ARM .
BUT WAS REATEN .BY ANOYRRR.WITH SOMETHING, HARD
WHIOH.CUT HER KSUCKIES,. . . .

© 'rARils all this was taking placs, the Officer in charge
was looking on 'and laughing. My father, besaring the
commotion, crawled out of bed and asked the soldiers not to
ki1l us, They flred A& jam-pot at him, &and. it smashed on the
wall near his head. Thay continuad to beat us with their
fists and riflsa. They had two prisoners in the yard, and
my sister called for.thelr agalstance to ralse up my mother.
The Officer refusad; and she then asked 1f one of them would
go for a doctmr, and that, too, was refused. Apparently
they thought my mother was Aaying, so they let us go. I then
g%t a pony, to get a priaest and a dootoxr, and the officerx
and another socldier did thelr best to prevent me; but
evantually I want. '

=Phe foregoing is & corvact statement, and I em
prepared .to stand by it.»

: (3igned) M. o'ﬂxIILQ

BUREAU OF MIILITA-RY KI3TORY 1913-21 r

FillPl\ QTAINE syt Ciyas 104~




L~
D{?J \
bt =
lllll'
|
|

1 \
| 1.
| |

I —_\__,_,_.-r'"_’ I.

[ o i |

— _'_H'-_ F i
'II |
\ ll §
| LoV s
L -









