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THE DUNMANWAY
KILLINGS

By John Smyth

The Dunmanway killings, also known as the
Dunmanway murders or the Dunmanway
massacre took place between 26—28 April 1922.
On these dates the killings (and in some cases,
disappearances) of 13 Protestant men and boys in
and around Dunmanway, Ballineen, and Murragh,
County Cork. Six of the people that were killed
were British informers and loyalists, while four
others were relatives killed in the absence of the
target. Three other men were kidnapped and
executed in Bandon as revenge for the killing of an
IRA officer Michael O'Neill during an armed
raid(see below). One man was shot and survived
his injuries.

Four of them were British soldiers, three
intelligence officers and their driver, abducted and
killed by the IRA in Macroom. Michael O’Neill, shot
dead by a local loyalist named Herbert Wood, as
he was breaking into the house of the Hornibrooke



family to seize their car. Woods and the two
Hornibrooke men were subsequently seized by the
IRA and never seen again, we must presume
Killed.

Peter Hart (see below) has suggested that the key
event was the IRA capture of three British
intelligence officers in Macroom on the day before
the shootings. Most likely, under interrogation and
possibly torture, the officers told the IRA who their
local informants were and the IRA —in particular
one ruthless operator named Frank Busteed —
proceeded to wipe them out. The killing of IRA
officer Michael O’Neill would therefore be either
irrelevant to the subsequent actions or merely a
spur to them — apparently proof that British were
restarting their counter-insurgency campaign.

IRA leaders in Cork put guards on Protestant
houses to prevent a repeat of the killings, Tom
Hales, Brigade commander issued a notice, “to
give all citizens in this area, irrespective of creed
or class, every protection within my power”.

But no one was ever made to answer for the
killings. In this respect it was in fact typical of the



many incidents of politically motivated killings that
occurred around Ireland from 1919 to 1923. No
one was ever held to account for Bloody Sunday
on 1920 (on either side), nor for the McMahon
murders of March 1922, nor for the Ballyseedy
Massacre of March 1923 (in the civil war) either.

Parties of armed men made nighttime raids on
houses in the Dunmanway, Ballineen and Murragh
area, called out their targets by name and shot
them dead. All the victims were Protestant males.
Two of the dead were sixteen year olds, one was
over 60. The perpetrators were not identified but it
seems likely they were IRA personnel.

Just a month before, uniformed police in Belfast, in
two separate incidents, had broken into homes
and killed twelve Catholic civilians in retaliation for
attacks on the police. The events in and around
Dunmanway were seen against this background
and presumed to have been retaliation against
southern Protestants.

Arthur Griffith, President of the Provisional Irish
Government, said;



‘Events, such as the terrible murders at
Dunmanway ..., require the exercise of the utmost
strength and authority of Déil Eireann. Dail
Eireann, so far as its powers extend, will uphold, to
the fullest extent, the protection of life and property
of all classes and sections of the community. It
does not know and cannot know, as a National
Government, any distinction of class or creed. In
its name, | express the horror of the Irish nation at
the Dunmanway murders”.

The republican historian Dorothy McCardle wrote
in 1937 of the incidents;

‘The fact that they were all Protestants suggested
that these crimes were a reprisal either for the
murder of O’Neill or for the murder of Catholics in
the north...These murders, violently in conflict with
the traditions and principles of the Republican



Army, caused shame and anger throughout
Ireland”.

It is not clear who ordered the attacks for the
Dunmanway killings or carried them out. However,
in 2014 the Irish Times released a information from
the then-Director of Intelligence Colonel Michael
Joe Costello (later managing director of the Irish
Sugar Company) in September 1925 in relation to
a pension claim by former Irish Republican Army
(IRA) volunteer Daniel O'Neill of Enniskeane,
County Cork, stating: "O'Neill is stated to be a very
unscrupulous individual and to have taken part in
such operations as looting of Post Offices, robbing
of Postmen and the murder of several Protestants
in West Cork in April 1922”. Incidentally, Daniel
O’Neill’s brother Denis (Sonny) O’Neill, who also
fought on the Anti-Treaty side, is widely credited
with being the man who shot Michael Collins at
Béal na Blath. A claim from him detailing his
record in the War of Independence and the Civil
War is contained in the archive, but it does not
form part of the first release.



Many years later, in 1998, Peter Hart, a Canadian
historian in his book “ IRA and its Enemies” stated
that the Dunmanway sectarian killings were
examples of “ethnic intolerance”

Hart wrote that while, “the belief in the existence of
the loyalist plot was real”... “no such conspiracy
existed”. “In the end...the fact of the victim’s
religion in inescapable. These men were shot
because they were Protestants”.

The killings in West Cork were unusual in the
number of civilians that were killed and in the fact
that they were all Protestants. However, in the
context of a country that was sliding towards
nationalist-on-nationalist civil war, they were
quickly forgotten, except perhaps in the locality.
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Michael Joe Costella



The West Cork Brigade



MASSACRE

I WESYT CORK
TEE DURNIEAT ANG SALLIGES AN BILLINES

BARRY KEANE

The Book on the Dunmanway Killings



Tom Barry with Frank Busteed



Frank Busteed’s Medals



