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[ee progiarme aqangec mainly by Loflins bunse” for 22 5d Al zastwes Tar acsees of vis Ls 1o army posts m the majnr West Cork towns and to his
ovnt foine e Clrg iy, AUS 30 a1 his avisy pscort paeded 3 Card Ramacks ol some faily mirtes ater, the entive naty left the Imperia Pate
snd headed westward via Coachford to Macrooin, arrving ne’s v eighes'clocr whicn Lee Lewis un, forly aftes and extra aminunition were delive
A Commandant Coloa

red

e Colling party was informed that the main road from Macroom 1o Band 1 was inipassoble as bridges had been destroyed. A local Rackrey driver,
Lim Kelleher, who then worked for Willianas’ | iotel ard who kiew every ¢ e dstrict, was orderci Lo uoard Lthe Crossley terder snd guide e
W Bamu m, Smee lim was not diessed (or dhe jonrey, John Lynely, the sen. ~locarofficar weo ae calicd o m out of 0es ‘7 the purpese, lenc h.m s
own - Loat. Kelleher took tus charges three miles out the main sosutfe i read towards Cos« Gy, then wa by-roads throagh The Forge Cross,
toame nd Daonisky wheee he entered Koy Parish, pasi 1he LIUA honpina, De | acout Vs, in whics Lhe wounded of Crosshar-y had beer

lor by Nurse Baby Lordan and hei soster. They then sured costaards on fieanish’s Live (6 Bu yinichael Br dge. The place secined calm and pe. fu
(o thase 1 the convoy all of whaimnm where (here for Lthe fist wnie.
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which was rhe second anr versary ol the riearhy ussarda ambush where Q M, Mickael Galvin of tne Kilmurry Company was shot two years earlier in.
the Anglo-I- sn st-uggle. Mary gceonple knew of the roavoy sinze the 1053 postman on his delivery-round told the news "Collins is gone wesnt, but he

wor’s go casrh”,

The ¢ .wvoy headad southwards towards Beal ~a mBlath, anotror steengly Reacblican o'stnct weere Dens - ong was an gua+d duty or (1e "oad
lead i to Muiray's, the “st and 3rd

Brigade headguarters, anc.t a ~urdred ya-ds upit Il The 1niotos cyc ist halted, hes.lating to d"oose irom the inaze of five narrow uns gnposted -oad
AT the corner of the cross roads, upposite (o the motor cyc st, stood _ong's pub where a aunrbie of Repuzlican o*ficers and men who had retreated
f-om Kilnma, ock and Butzevant wero resting. “hey were glarmced oy the noise of the vehicles and crouched nside the windows with cfles attha reacy
When askea “or e road to Bandon, Long pointed up the rretor cyclist's ight 1 could see Michzel Col 'ns s'nce the yellow touring-car had ai oper
roof anc he imimediately mformed the grnigade staff at Murray's,

Beyond Beal na mBlatn, at anot*ier cross-roads, tha taurmy-ca- became detaches rom the rest of tae convoy but the latter by retrac ng routes, four
Colling sta~emg on the roaa 'ooxing 3t Newcestewn church [Re convoy ther procecded, via * rker's Cross anc Kilbrogan Hiil, to Bandon where
Provisional Covernment roops were based with Majer-Ganeral Sean -‘ales i1 cotrmand. L ere, Ke'leher told Collirs tnat he did not know tre roaas
beyona Bandon and that he o.ceady had a coirmilment to ta<e a passenga« to Corx for the boat to Anier'ca tnat day. Colhns thanked him for his we
and sald "We won't let you walk back to Macroom and won't disappoint your friend. We will send you back by car" He wrote a chit and saie, “take th:
to some man like yoursell and he wilt dnve yo. bac< to Macroor™.

Kelleher feund 2 man named Qu nn who drave tim back Lo Macraom,actoally scopping for a drink al 8eal na mBlath; In Kelleher's case th s was
lerronade and was al. he “ad that morning zince e had i .ssed oot on breakfast. Long's pub was full to the brnm with riffe-men, He got to Mzcroom
In Jme o o1’ ng his pa-ty to the beat and « was next morni~g, at breakfast, that e heard ¢f Lhe tragic sequel to the Cc |.ns’ journey.

The convoy cft Lec's Fatel, Benidon, via Lord Bandon’s derresne, as the main dandon road to Clonakidy was blocked. Some mites outside 8ancon tr
armotrea-car seemad te have been lost. The rest of the parly retrzred the rovte and found he arroured-car stopped outside 8 public house whilc
~er crow werce enoyirg a dnrk, Private John O'Conrad i~ his aczount of tnat cay stztec that Collins ¢ not reprimangd the men when he got the
excuyse that the cas reauired water, but jokingly remarked “Sure the car needs 3 drnk, why not the men?’ The convoy found that the road outside
Clonzkilty town was

blocked by trees. The obstruciic i was partly cearzc by troofss asing natchiets and saws from. Lhe Crassley tender (Collins personally ass’sted 1t the
wnrk) and the convaoy crtered Cloaaxilty wrose they had o rreal ave weere Colhns met some * ends of tis youth

They (en travelled to the towns of Rosscaroery and Skibscreen wrigre Governmen: troops we-e inspected. An argument (s said to have developed
Callinan's pub in Resscarpery between members of the Coilre’ convoy and soime cx-Britisr: army members of the local garcson when Jock Mcreake
ook e battle of whiskey from a snelf. The convoy proceedes to Colliis' ola home, at Woodfield near Clonakilty which had been burned by the Btacx
ana Tans and then to Sam's Cross winere, at his coLsin's Jaremiah Colling’ pub, he met menbers o* his own family, Crowds had cheered hlm during
the day and at the pub Col called for two pitls of the Inral poton irew (Clonakilty Wres: Ier) for oarh man in the escort. » .
Qy s A I < ol ! Y ‘ '
3uing sald voodhye w6 b s brother and friends, Colling and ae covay headed orots refl r ]oumuy thr u(_.gh Clonaki dey and into Bandon where a

Lee's holel Lhey met Prov sional Gaverrment army of cors and staved abott Faif an hour, A girl who wor<ed in the cub next door often boasted tha
she served Mickae! Coiling h s [ast pint there. "ne g-oupr o't the botel with, it s sa.d, tis friends expyress ng concerr for his safety.

There was 4 (hoice 6* routes 1o Co-k. The 8andon - In‘shariion road was open; sc were the Bandon - Crossbarry rocd and the Bandan - Kinsale
road. Dalton stated that his deasion unstaled was cverrtned wher Lictitenant Srith said he k2w the route through Macroom and it seems that thi
deciced the issue, although eack of the ather roaos were ess coniplicatec and cc~sidecable shorter. Dalton does not say who over-ruled him, but it
coule on'y have peen Co'lins,

In thewriver's opimon, the maze ¢f narcow rcads f-ori Beal na i Blath to Macroom which, because of broken bridges, cut roads and Jelled trees on
other roures the Macroom guide Tim Kelleher hail ‘ollowed Lhat morning, would be very difficut for a non-native such as Lieutenant Smitr (o

nav.gate In near dark~css

To retuin to tne scene at Beal na m8lath afrer the Collins convoy had passed. 8rigade Commangdant Torr :dales was tne sealor officer preser: wren
de Valera a~d Liam Deasy O C. First Southerr Division arr vad around 9.30 am at Brigade | .G, 2t Beal na 'nBlath. They were informed of the presemn
of Collins n tae canvay that ad neaded towards Ba::don = sne-tume egher. Captan Bilf Powell of the st Brigade (Crooks town Co.) told the autho
Tnat de Valera's comment was A ity (didn't meet him* 11 mcar ng taken was that de Valera would have hked 1o meet Collins to o(sctiss pessip e
peace arrangements. De Valera as<cgd Deasy what was likely .0 hanper and Deasy repued that in his opinion the mer who had retreated from the
Limer:ck,Kilmaliock and Buttevant fighting were in o frarre of m nd thattney would chailenge te incursion of a free State army coavoy INto their
owr strong-hold. e Valera said that it wolld be a great pity if Collins was killee because he might ce succeeded by 2 lesser man. The de Valera gro.
remained a short while in be parlour at Murrays, the Br gace H.Q.. De Valera, li Flynn, Sean Hyde and Denny Crowley, Castletownkenneigh, the
driver, lef2 by motor car travelling through Baliymichael anc westwa d wia Beamish's L ne ta Ballyvormey and then norin to Glashabee 1o meet Lizir

cyneh.

“he Divis.onal officers at Beal na mBlath, in acc crdance with the policy of mounung atiacks on | ree State army convoys, decided to lay an ambush ¢
rising ground at a site between Newcestown and Beal na MR ath Cross, an the assuLrption that the convey would orobably return later in the aay b
the sarre route. Arrangements were made to collect g mie om Lordans, Newcestown a4 veh cles were vsed to bloc« the mam road and also the
serpentne bonereen (oy-road). “our senior officers of Cork No. 3 3rigace who arrived for the Brgade meeting aboul noon found that preparations
fo- the amous': were nearly conpleted and L-ey also joired Le ambushers who were unuer the command of Brigade Commandant Tom Hzles, Lia
Deasy sccompanied by Tom Crifs, his adjutant who had slept at Murray's, the Bngade H.Q., the nrevious night returned by pony and trap to
Divisicnal H.Q. at Gurranereagh znd remaired ther2 unti' both lef: for Beal-iia mBlath, walk'ng to attend the Brigade meeting that nigh.

11l

The Hales family who spliz on the Ireaty ‘ssuc eprtomisies the tragic situstion of maay fa:nilies n reland atthat tme. fom Hales was tre .R.R.
N vistc~af Commander o” the Scuth Munster Division until his aecest ie July 1920, after which the Supreme Council) requested Liam Lynch to act 1+ hi
place Col. ns ang Sean Hales (brother of ToiM) fizd been 1milerned 1 Frongoch (1976 Supsequently the Collins and Hales famllies had becornc clos
{riends. " fact it was Michael Collins who chaired the neetng, held at Kilnadur, Dunmanway i1y Jar aary, 1919 when the 3rd Cork Brigade was
establishced and where Tom Hales was appointed O.C. and I orot~er Sean Vice 0.C. ["'Who could possibly forsee that three years (ater Yom Hales
minatd ne 1 C af the Cok Reoublicans swho would set a- aimbush for char ~uch adeired f~end”), Atter Toms' capture and torture by ine British in

N .



The Col1s escort, fronted by o motor-cyclist Livatesiant Sim Sy corasted ol a Crossley teader containing fifteen men who were armed witb riffes and
WO cetvis mach.ne-gun, the Leyland openouring cas vl s wo dirers and with General Colling and Dalton in the back seat and the Sllevenamor
armoeured-car crewed by f re soldiers ncluding Private Jock Mcireake Irom Glasgow. One machine gun was mounted on the bacx of the tender which
was Jniler the conirol of Cormandant O'Connell. . -

The convoy stopped 4t the foot of Ballymichiael hill, outswde the < athor's family home. The armoured-car was unable to mo.nt the steep hill anaidea;
my fatler, who was working v the yard, and oy maother, (-om an upstairs window, saw the soldiers get our of the tender and help push the

armonrerd-car up the steep hill,

The co ey was dga n delayed at Farran hill where a roadman, Denny Colling, wos at work breaking siones. Again the soldlers had Lo get out ana pust
the armoured-car up the hill. Tin Kellehed later descrbed i (U 2omourad-cry as "only pulling itself by the tail* The convoy continued into the village
of Kilmurry, The motor cychist who was some ¢ stance anece <nocsed on the doors of three diffecent houses to shout "Ihe Commander-in-Chjef is
Lconung” L ocals thought they were expected to come out aid cheer, but witl the exception of Bill Keogh, a Kildare man marred into tli2 village, no
one appeared. Bill was very worried about his duiey of yourg duckimgs that had just gone onto the road. Lle can out o Lsher tham to safely shou

“nund 1My arcks o
The par sh of Kilmurey (population at that 1.imc aboul thyee thousar dy was strongly Republican with over 200 men cnrolled as active Volunteers inthe
Cork Nc. 1 Brigaae. . addition, at Beal na mBlnth it was-host 1o tne *stand 2rd Brigadie stalfs and ro a group of 3rd Brigade men who nad fought at
Jimeck, K mallocs ane Buttevant and subsec.cnil'y celrea el -owards West Cork, This tired group had arrived the previous day and were billeted al
Long's sol and in neighbouri ng. |\0u>f\< I Geiraneredsss and Muinegave, foar miles to the west, in the adjoining parish of Kilmichae! were iocated

- st dare auld s ol onaeanda geoup. Many of the inhabitants were sympathetlc to those









