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On the evening of July 27" two heavily laden army lorries passed through Ballingeary en
route to Castletownbere. One of the lorries broke down near the lochan at Tuirin Dubh. The
soldiers in the leading lorry stopped at Keimaneigh to wait for their companions. They pulled
into the soft dyke and quickly sank there. Dan Sullivan scouted the area and then alerted
the volunteers. As the message was relayed from man to man, they began to assemble
near O'Learys in Gurtafluddig. When 13 men had arrived they decided to move off and
attack in case a search party arrived for the soldiers. Their arms were one service rifle, one
old rifle and 11 shotguns. They took a wide detour to the west and approached the first lorry
from the south. The men involved: Danny Shea, Jerh Shea, Christy Lucey, Tadg
Twomey, Dan Lehane, Pat Murray, Jack Moynihan, John P. Cronin, Dan T. O'Leary,
John Con Cronin, John Mc Sweeney, Connie Cronin, Denis Cronin.

They advanced through Keimaneigh School yard until they were directly over the lorry. The
five armed soldiers and the unarmed driver were taken by surprise and immediately
surrendered. They were disarmed and held under guard. The next task was to take the
armed sentry who patrolled between the two lorries. Dan Lehane and Tadg Twomey
confronted him as he passed a gateway some distance to the east. He too surrendered and
was held captive. They now approached the eastern lorry. However the six soldiers here
refused to surrender and opened fire. Fire was returned and very soon they waved a white
cloth attached to a rifle barrel. The driver here was also unarmed. Eleven service rifles and
eleven hundred rounds of ammunition were captured. Other volunteers had now arrived on
the scene: Patrick Cronin, Liam Twomey, Dan Corcoran, James T. O'Leary, Con D.
Cronin, James D. Cronin, Jerh McCarthy, Danny O'Leary, Pat Sweeney, James Cotter,
John J. Cronin, Con Cronin, Neilus Kelleher, Ned Sweeney, George Riordan and Paty
Twomey.

They helped to remove and hide the weapons and unload the lorries. They were heavily
laden with sheets of armour plating, tins of paint, and household goods including ware and
cutlery. All these were hidden at Gurtafluddig and the lorries were burned. The captured
soldiers were taken to a vacant house south of the road. Some began to cry and plead for
mercy as they thought they were about to be shot. They were quickly reassured. A fire was
lit in the hearth and they were treated to tea and bread courtesy of Dan Sullivan. When
darkness fell they were released and escorted through the village. A short time later they
were met by a large search party from Ballincollig.

Two Volunteers arrested:

During widespread follow up searches by R.1.C., Black and Tans and military, our youngest
volunteer, Tadg Callaghan, aged 17 years was arrested while working in a field saving

hay. A tin of paint found hidden in a nearby field was the only evidence they could produce
against him. Sargent Maunsell recognised Dan Sullivan as a volunteer and he was identified
by a soldier he had given tea to. They searched his house and ransacked his shop. Both
men were interrogated but refused to yield any names or information. They were held in
Cork Jail, where they did nine days hunger strike along with other prisoners, claiming they
were illegally held by the British. Both were tried by a military court at Ballincollig. Soldiers
acted as lawyers for them. Both were convicted and sentenced to prison. They served time
on a prison sloop off the coast of France, where they suffered sea-sickness, in Winchester
Jail, in Pentonville Prison and in Wormwood Scrubbs. They joined numerous protests and
further hunger strikes.



Tuirin Dubh, Ballingeary, Co Cork - Google Maps https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tuirin+Dubh,+Ballingeary.
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