THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE 1916

The safe house.

The house my mam grew up in was an old farmhouse situated in the townland of Pallas
Lower, in Borrisoleigh, Co. Tipperary. The farm has been in the family since the early
1800’s. My great, great, great, great grandfather-was William Carroll. He is recorded
in the 1832 tithe applotment, living on the farm in Pallas.
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The tithes were a tax issued by the Protestant church, where families had to pay a
certain amount to the local protestant clergy, and the amount was calculated based
on how much land the family farmed.
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The family survived the Famine and stories were passed down that they had helped
lots of their neighbours survive as well.

The house in Pallas was built in the traditional style in North Tipperary. The house is
no longer standing, but was the same type of house as the picture below.



My great Grandad was Michael Carroll. His Mother and Father died when he was
young and he went to live with his granny Alice and uncle William, back on his dad’s
home place in Pallas. Michael was born on the 4" December 1900. During the war of
independence, because the farm had a long lane and was a couple of miles away from
the main road, the IRA used it as a safe house.

Whenever any IRA lads were staying in the house, Michael had to get up out of bed
and climb the big sycamore tree at the bottom of the farm yard and keep watch for
any black and tan patrols. This tree was called the Mass tree as it was used as a
landmark for people travelling to Mass during the Penal times.

This was very dangerous for Michael, because if he was caught he would have

been shot by the Black and Tans.

Michael had his American photograph taken in the late 1920’s. This was the tradition
when someone was planning to emigrate to America. Michael did not go to America
as his Uncle William died suddenly and he stayed in Pallas and looked after his aunt
and his very young cousin.

Alice Hayes told me this story



The Messenger
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Roundwood house is located in the parish of Camross, near Mountrath in West Laois.
My Nana, Mary Cuddy grew up on a small farm a couple of miles away from
Roundwood House.

The House was part of a large estate. The house and estate was owned by Major
Hamilton in the early 1900.He was the owner of Roundwood House during the time of
the war of independence.

Roundwood House was built originally for Anthony Sharpe, who inherited the lands
and an older house in 1735 on the death of his father, Isaac. The present house was
built in about 1741 at which date the name Roundwood first appears in the
registered deeds in lieu of the former name, Killanure. Anthony Sharpe took up
residence in Roundwood in 1739 to lead the life of a country gentleman. It is
believed that the architect was the same person who designed Summergrove House,
Mountmellick.

Around 1837 William Hamilton, a cousin of the Sharpe family came into possession
of Roundwood.



Major Maurice William Chetwode Hamilton was born on 23 May 1882. He was the
son of Charles Paulet Hamilton and Emily Louise Smyth-King. He married Enid
Helen Sinclair, daughter of Rt. Honourable Thomas Sinclair, on 23 February 1914. He

died on 5 March 1955 at age 72.

He was educated at Monkton Combe College, Bath, Somerset, England. He fought
in the First World War. He gained the rank of Major in the 4th Battalion, Leinster
Regiment. He held the office of High Sheriff of Queen's County in 1920. He lived
at Roundwood House , Mountrath, County Laois, Ireland.

My great grandad, Tom Cuddy, worked for Major Hamilton in his stables. As part of his
job he would be asked to exercise the Major’s thoroughbred horses. Every day he had
to exercise all his horses on the road. He had to exercise a lot of horses since major
Hamilton was a big fan of the national hunt.

Below is a picture of the stables in Roundwood House

The major insisted that Tom and the other lads that worked in the Stables wore formal
wear when exercising the horses. During the war of Independence it is said that Tom
had created a secret compartment in his riding boot. In this he often took messages
for I.R.A. This was very dangerous as the Major was still in the British Army at this time
and Tom could have been shot if he was caught.

This story was told to me by Alice Hayes



MY GREATGRANUNCLE WAS A MEMBER OF THE I.R.A.

My great granduncle was Paddy Hayes. He was born in Edencurra, Ballincarriga in
1899.

He died in 1960. He was a member of the Ballincarriga Company during the war of
independence. He was awarded a service medal in 1958. A picture of his medal is
below.
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A Chara,

I am directed by the Minister . ‘

for Defence to refer to your
application for a Service (1917-1921)

Medal and to inform you that a Medal
will be forwarded to you immediately
fresh supplies are received from the

manufacturers.
Mise, le meas,
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A cop“y of the Ietteml;”that my great gran uncle received when he was awarded
the medal.
He would have known and fought with the same lads that participated in the

Kilmichael Ambush



Above is the details of the battalion he served with.

This story was told to me by Pat Hayes



The Kilmichael Ambush

For everybody living in west cork, the Kilmichael ambush and the shooting of Canon
Magner was the start and finish of the troubles in Dunmanway. The British army shot
Canon Magner just outside of Dunmanway, a short time after the Kilmichael ambush.
Kilmichael ambush took place on the 28™ of November 1920. Many local men fought
in Kilmichael. A few days later the black and tans based at the Dunmanway
workhouse, known as the K company, burned down a large part of Cork city. The
buring of Cork took place on the 11- 12 of December 1920. The shooting of Canon
Magner was on the 15 of December 1920. Along with Canon Magner a young man
called Tague Crowley from Belligullane, aged 19 years, was also shot dead. This left
the people of Dunmanway with great sorrow.
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The people of Dunmanway built a monument in memory of Canon Magner and Tadhg
Crowley close to where they died.

This story was told to me by Tim O’Donavan.
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