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About 1849, Mathew McNamara of Ballyhea, County Cork left Ireland to immigrate to the United States.
According to census documentation, he was born about 1808.

His wife, Mary Ryan, had died in 1849, leaving a small son, John Ryan born May 23, 1844 and a daughter,
Elizabeth, who was born in 1840. We have no record of how the famine of the time was affecting the
family but we know that in and around Cork, it was devasting to the population.

John Ryan, at age 4, came with his father to the United States.

Elizabeth, at age 8, was left in Ireland in the care of her uncle, Canon Ryan, a parish priest in Aghada.
She took her vows under the name of Mary Patrick in 1860 at the Doneraile Convent. She was elected a
Reverend Mother and at the time of her death in 1902 she was an Assistant Mother. She was an
influential member of the church and her service was attended by several prominent members of the
clergy, including the Bishop of the diocese at the time, Rev. Dr. Browne.

In America, Matthew settled in Parker, Butler county, Pennsylvania. He married Ann Collins and started
farming. His son followed in his footsteps and eventually the farm grew to 180 acres.

The 1860 census lists a John McNamara before Matthew McNamara in Butler county, Pa. John had
married Catherine Collins, a sister of Ann Collins. John was born about 1830. He is also listed on the
draft records for Parker Twp. In 1862. | have been unable to establish the relationship between Mathew

and John.

A William McNamara, born in Ireland in 1835, also frequently visited the farm in Butler county. He
eventually owned about 50 acres of the farm, deeded to him by Catherine Collins McNamara. At some
point in time, he sold it to John Ryan, Mathew’s son and moved to Texas. He married a MaryAnn
Buckley and became a prominent cattleman in Victoria, Texas.

Mathew died on July 13, 1888 at the age of 80 and is buried in a cemetery at the end of Snake Road in
Butler county on land that was part of the farm belonging to his son.

His wife Ann is buried with him as well as his sister-in-law, Catherine Collins McNamara. All three
names are on the same tombstone.

John Ryan became a soldier in the Civil War in the United States at the age of 20 and served for 1 year
from 1864 until the war ended in 1865. His regiment was the 88" Pa regiment Co l. He saw action
around Petersburg, VA and was part of expeditions that General Sheridan sent out to destroy
confederate farms and property. A letter survives giving details of one such expedition written in
December of 1864.

After the war, John returned to Butler county and married Edith Forquer. They had 10 children — nine
daughters and one son. Mary, born in 1874, married Charles Campbell. Elizabeth, born in 1876, married
Samuel Harmon. Margaret was born in 1879 and never married. John Charles was born in 1881 and
married Maggie Elizabeth Brady. He eventually moved to Ohio. Anna was born in 1883 and Agnes was
born in 1886 — neither of them married. Estelle was born in 1887 and married Ed Connor. Matilda was
born in 1889 and died at the age of 17. She is buried in Saint Patrick’s cemetery in Sugar Creek, Pa.
Irene was born in 1891 and married Richard Flynn. Josephine was born in 1893 and married Ed Lee.
Josephine was the last McNamara to live on the farm founded by Mathew McNamara.

John Ryan McNamara died in 1928 and is buried in Butler, Pennsylvania.



Mathew McNamara (standing) and John Ryan McNamara (seated)
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1860 census showing John McNamara and Matthew McNamara
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Letter written by Josephine McNamara Lee — Mathew McNamara’s granddaughter
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A, &, Christinn Gommission

sends this as the Soldier's messenger to his Home, Let it hasten to those who
wait for tldings.

“Behold! now 1s the accepted Lime; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
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